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SONGS OF WORSHIP, COURAGE AND HOPE 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Luke 2:25-40 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 

righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was 

upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 

death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into the 

temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to 

the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

    according to your word; 

30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 

31 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

    and for glory to your people Israel.” 

33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 And 

Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for 

the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will 

pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 

revealed.” 

36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 

She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she 

was a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.[b] She did not depart 

from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up 

at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who 

were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
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The Return to Nazareth 

39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 

returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

 

 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

There was once a huge wall in the city of Berlin, Germany. It divided the city in two. 

There was West Berlin, and there was East Berlin. In fact, the entire nation of Germany 

was divided in two: West Germany and East Germany. Now, a lot of Germans did not 

like that, but some East Germans began to do something about it. They yearned for 

more freedom, especially the freedom to travel to West Germany. So, beginning in 

about 1980, some East Germans who lived in the city of Leipzig began to meet about 

such matters. They met at St. Nikolai Church every Monday night, under the leadership 

of two pastors. Eventually these meetings grew in size. So, in the summer of 1989, the 

meeting leaders began to talk about holding protest marches. In September of that 

year, the meetings were held outdoors. They had grown into protest demonstrations, in 

which now thousands would gather. How did they protest?  They protested by singing 

songs. They chanted, “We are the people,” and they sang the song We Shall 

Overcome.  

 

By October, as many as 100,000 citizens of Leipzig gathered for the Monday protests. 

Police and soldiers were armed and instructed to be ready to disperse the crowds by 

force. While Gorbachev was working for change in the Soviet Union, Erich Honecker 

was the leader of East Germany, and Honecker was opposed to change. He was 

determined to force the protests to stop. But the protests spread to other East German 

cities. And in November 1989, all East Germans were granted the right to travel to West 

Berlin and West Germany. The wall began to come down. 

 

There are other walls that yet need to come down. But how is it that mere songs and 

singing play such a large role in such matters?  
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For instance, songs and singing played such a large role when God sent His Son to 

break down the wall of sin that separates us from God.  

 

Mary sings on the day she visits Elizabeth: “My soul magnifies the Lord and my spirit 

rejoices in God my Savior, for He has been mindful of the state of His servant.”  

 

Zechariah sings on the day he names his son John: “And you, my child, will be called a 

prophet of the Most High, for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for 

Him.”  

 

The angels sing on the night of the Savior’s birth: “Glory to God in the highest, and on 

earth peace to men on whom His favor rests.”  

 

Simeon sings on the day Jesus is consecrated to the Lord: “Sovereign Lord, as You 

have promised, You now dismiss Your servant in peace.”  

 

Now, we could say that these songs didn’t actually do anything. They were just icing 

on the cake. But is that true? Imagine how Mary and Joseph felt when they brought 

baby Jesus to the Temple. They were probably a bit nervous, like when parents bring 

their first child to be baptized. Then, this strange man comes up to them and touches 

their baby, who is little more than a month old. Taken off guard, yes! Especially as 

Simeon began to sing. 

 

For, Simeon did not sing about angels and shepherds and a newborn King. He sang 

about departing in peace. He sang about dying. Simeon saw baby Jesus as the 

fulfillment of many promises God had made to Israel. Because of that, Simeon now 

had the courage to face death. He was now ready to die, for He had seen the 

Messiah of Israel, the Light for the Gentiles.  

 

What a powerful song! That song had the power to inspire courage and hope in 

Simeon, and in Mary and Joseph – and in so many people since then. 
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Isn’t that why we sing Simeon’s song after we receive the Lord’s Supper? Because we, 

too, in the Lord’s Supper see the fulfillment of God’s promise to us. In the bread and 

wine that we see with our eyes, in the body and blood of Jesus that we see by faith, 

we receive God’s promise of forgiveness The wall of sin that separates us from God is 

knocked down by Jesus. These powerful promises of God we sing in Simeon’s song 

inspire in us courage and hope, even while we live in a world of death and loss and 

walls. These powerful promises we sing in Simeon’s song give us courage to face our 

own death, as well as the other challenges that come our way. These powerful 

promises we sing in Simeon’s song give us the hope that death is no longer a wall or a 

dead-end. That wall has come down. 

 

That is not to say that songs cannot be used in a bad way. They can. Songs can be 

used to build walls, too. Just two weeks ago, Germans in the city of Dresden gathered 

in protest. They gathered to protest the increasing number of Muslims living in 

Germany. As part of their protest they sang Christmas carols. They sang Christmas 

carols not to inspire courage and hope but to incite hatred and bigotry and to build 

yet another dividing wall in Germany. Such misuse of song and singing, especially the 

misuse of Christian songs, can turn people off.   

 

Should we stop singing, then? Do we remember that Jesus sang familiar hymns even 

while He hung on the cross? Now, I seriously doubt that while He hung there Jesus was 

able to take the kind of deep breath needed for belting out a tune. I am not 

suggesting that Jesus began to warble a tune as He hung on the cross. But the words 

that came from His mouth while on the cross came straight out of the hymnal. Not the 

old hymnal – but the old, old, old, old hymnal.  

 

“My God, my God, why have You forsaken me” came right out of Psalm 22. The words 

“into Your hands I commit my spirit” are right out of Psalm 31, verse 5. The Psalms, the 

oldest hymnal we have. What was Jesus “singing about” as He spoke the words of the 

Psalms? He was singing about dying. Just like Simeon. Jesus was singing words that 

gave Him the courage to let go, to depart, and to trust that His work of breaking down 

THE wall of separation was done.  
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Jesus was singing words that gave Him the courage to entrust His soul to God, and to 

take His last breath trusting that He was in God’s hands. “Into Your hands I commit My 

Spirit.” Jesus was singing words that gave Him the hope that God would keep the 

promise He made regarding His Suffering Servant. “After the suffering of his soul, he will 

see the light of life and be satisfied.” Jesus was singing words that gave Him the hope 

that through His resurrection the wall of death would be broken for sinners.  

 

Jesus sang on the cross so that people may sing not just when life is happy, not just 

when there are angels and shepherds and a newborn King. Jesus sang on the cross so 

that folks may be assured that they can sing also when there is dying and loss and 

walls of hatred and bigotry. God comes to us even when death and loss and walls 

mark our life. God came down to us in the vulnerable flesh of Jesus to take on our lot 

and our life as marked by death and loss and walls to give us courage and the sure 

and certain hope of resurrection.  

 

As we sing to Him songs like “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace” and 

“Father, into Your hands I commit my spirit,” some measure of hope and courage will 

be given us for facing both the challenges and the walls that are ahead of us.  

 

Amen 


